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1 Chron. xxii. 11, 12, 13. Now my Son, the Lord be nwith thee, and 


_ projper thou, and build the Houſe of the Lord thy God. Only the Lord 


give thee Wiſdom and u Be firong and of good Gen., 
.. dread not, nor be diſmayed. 
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A 3 8 Charge t to his Sov, 
At his Entrance on, the be Miniſtry. 


II Epiſt. to TIMOTHY, II Chag. 1 Ver. 


Thou therefore, in my Son, be Prong in the © 


Grace that i is in W, Jzsvs- ob 


HE Words are a very ſerious and affeRi- 
ee onate Admonition of the great Apefile, 
os unto Timothy a Miniſter ; z which, as tis 
Ge Apoſtolic, and given by Inſpiration of Ged, 
pi may be conſidered as a Commandment to 
— and all ſucceeding Miniſters; and may reach them 
with a divine Energy; and as coming from ſuch an One as 
Paul the Aged, unto Timothy, whom he calls his Son, may 
be conſidered as having a pointed Reference to a young 


Miniſter, and may ſufficiently Warrant a natural Father 


to adopt his Language, and urge his Charge upon 


his own Son in his Entrance upon the Work of the 
Evangelical Miniſtry. 


And this is all the Apology that I ſhall make, whatever 
elſe may be needful, and I might make, for my appear- 


wg in this Deſt at this Time, and treating on this Subject. 
In 


2 A Parturrs Charge to his Son, - 
yo ry 


lowing Things, ſcil. 
I. To conſider What may be 8 meaning of the Grace 
that is in Cbrift Tefus „ ‚ r 252 
II. What is the Import. of a a being front i this Grace 1 ? 
III. The Importance of this to a Miniſter of Chriſt and 
his Goſpel. . 4 1 
% Tv. How is the Exportition l * to a babe 
ſo, to be taken? 


And then, 811 lr | [ 
V. To conſider this ena, of or | Chants in the 


paternal Flow and filial Pointedneſs and Reference of it. 
Thhy therefore; my Son, be ftrong in the Grace that is in 
Chrift Jeſus. | 


e I 
+2 


. This. 1 a to ier — 1 what is the 
Meaning of the Grace that is. in CuRIST Jexus * ? 


And tho” the Term Bice” as well as other Terms in 
Divinity, may by dark fanciful and doubtful Meanings 
pat upon it, have been carried into a Senſe ambiguous, 
myſtical and almoft unintelligible, yet it has doubtleſs a 
determinate Meaning, and will cre of a clear and ta- 
tional Account to be Nen of ic. 0000 een e ene 

Grace in the choral Nogon of i 301 is * Favbur ton 2 
e N j and this may help us in forming our Idea 
of the divine Grace, under our immediate Conſideration. 
GOD is the Fountain of it, who is the GOD of all 
Grace; and all the Graces in the Creature, do iſſue from 
that Fountain, freely wro't and given, received and ex- 
erciſed, amidſt and notwithſtanding utter Unworthinel: 


There is this Diſtinction to be preſerved with Relation 
to the divine Love, Mercy and Grace, the Uſage of all 
which is promiſcuous in Scripture. Love communicates 
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G00 to the Creituye ſimply confidered.” | Mercy eom- 
municates Gd to the Creature it Miſery. Grace eom⸗- 
municates Good to the Creature as unworthy. Allthe 
rops and Meaſur f Goodneſs in the Creature, , are 
22 Love; = GE Good 15 ſuited to the Miſery of 
the Creature, jt 1s is nd when it exceeds Delett 
and triumphs over eee is Grace in 4 ſperi 
* Tad ꝗq Dar xo) 5 


N10 26. 7 al 4290 


. Ne ow in this larkeriSenfe, a all F city of Nature, and 
the Bounties ; of common Provident, tho? uſually under- 


ſtogd, and ſpoken of in a Way 'of Contradiſtintion agd 7 


Oppoſition unto Grace, are yet of Grace, a8 chere 18 f 

Title Fe of Merit in any of the Poſſeſſors, | to the ohe or the 
other : There could be none before Being, "and 1 none Bas 
been acquired or Procured ſince ; 5 but all Wen 


oY with Life, +: 


fe. 


7 wo 2 JI 34. ik m 

But their? Grits Uſage e to Sa ees . 
guage, hath'affixed a more reſtrained Meaning to this 
Term Grace, as the free Favour of God in his ſovereign 
Good-Will towards Mankind, and his good Work in 
them in the Things of a ſpiritual Concern, relative to 
eternal Salvation, as to which, as 5 are IE _ is 
| certaibly's the er Unworthineſs. e! 


Some do end theGo/pel e 1 theGrare 
abit it in Chriſt Jeſus ; which contains & opens the Plan of 
the Deſigns & Operations of the divine Grace reſpecting the 
Redemption of our revolted & unworthy World; a Scheme, 
which from the Foundation to the Head-Stone, demands 
the loudeſtAcclamations of Grace Grace, unto it: (a); The 
Goſpel is called the Grace of God, (ö) The Goſpel ef rhe 
Grace of God, (r) and the 9 he Grace open 2 
a) Lt) n 


. + Polhil. Spe&. Den, in Chriſto, P-.70- . | Dr. Hammond in loc. 
{a) Zech. 4. 7. (5) Titus ii. 2 (c) Acts xx. 24: (2) Eph, iii. z. 
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And tis paſt Doubt, that in many Places, of the New- 
Teftamens, the vp Grace n and intends che 
ri (e.) nu 25 5/¼ 00 900 01 5 ; 


And in this View the Abeftle 7 18 t be e as ad- 


Mang Timothy to WC hicakclf in the e and 


Faith'0 of the Goſpel, a an | his Attachment thereto. * 


Jud TIVO 281 


But then it may be as orthodox, and perhaps Abet 


my Force or Strain, it may be as proper to underſtand 


ere Grace in Experience _ as, well a as in the Letter, the 
Grace required and profered i in the Gojpel meanin all 
the graciaus | Gifts and Operations « on the Mind in oly 
Principles and Adings, i in a Way conſtantanequs to the 
rational Nature, the Graces. of the Spixtr, neceſſary to 
the Pur rpoſes of Sanfification 3 and Salvation All Grace 
requilite to Chriſtians in their Places and Stations, to a 
Miniſter in his, to his ſhewing all good Fidelity in all 
Things, all Grace to help in Time of, Need; , ſuitable 
Grace accommodated to his Exigencies, and ſufficient, to 
ſupply his Neceſſities, pardoning and purifying Grace, en- 
lightning & enlivening Grace, directive & guiding Grace, 
aſſiſting & ſtrengthning Grace, fupporting comforting 
Grace, exceeding & abundantGrace,in the many Uſes & vari- 
ous Modifications & Branches of it, to the leaſt Inſtance 
and Particle of which there is nothing like any meritori- 
ous Claim in any of theChildren of Aan, but they muſt 
all & each make the devout Pairiarct's honeſt Profeſſion, 
"Tam not worthy of the leaſt of all the e WOT thou 
rr e ee DIST I 
And ia ee may be . to bei in v Canaer Jezvs, 3 in 


a variety of Reſpects; 
As Ie is the Phechaſer of ir. Sur ond Truth came 


by Jeſus Chriſt. (g) As 


()-Jokwi-17; Tit. f. f . & Elſewhere, (/) Gen. xi. 10. (A Joh. . ij. 
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As He is the Repoſitory and Fountain of it, in whom | 
it bas pleaſed the Father that all Fulneſs ſhould duell, 2) 


and of bis Fulneſs bave all we received, and Grace for 
Grace, (b) Grace upon Grace: For unto every one of us is 
given Grace, according to the Meaſure of the Gift of Chriſt.(c) 


And as He is the Medium of Conveyance, and the Di/-. 


penſer of it, as well as the Author and Giver of it all. 


And once more, as He is the Exemplar of it. Grace 


for Grace, may, among other Things, denote the Suita- 
bility and Anſwerableneſs of Grace in Chriſtians, in Mi- 


niſters, to that in CHRIST in more abundant Meaſure, | 


for He received not the Spirit y Meaſure, (d) But the 
Grace anſwering in Kind; Grace in the Copy anſwering 
to that in the Original, as the Impreſſion to the Seal. 


Chriſt is and has exhibited the Pattern of Grace; His 


Glory was beheld, as of the only begotten of the Father, full 


of Grace & Truth, (e) Grace was poured into bis Lips, (f) 


and the Grace in Miniſters and Chriſtians muſt be of the 


ſame Kind, to prove their Intereſt in him, and furniſh 


them for their Duties, and qualify them for Salvation. 


The Phraſe, the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, aſeribes 


all the Glory, as One has obſerved, unto Chrif ; and di- 
rects and leads untoHim as filling all in all. 1 Tim. 1. 14. 
And the Grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant, in 
Faith and Love, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


But I proceed to the next Thing, which j is, 
II. To conſider what may be the Import of a 2 
Prong in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. | 


The Word is obſerv'd both in the Verb and Naas to 
be very full and emphatical, expreſſive of Ability, Ver- 
tue and Power, in a very conſiderable Degree, denoting 

the 


ta) Col. i. 19. (3) Joh. i. _ . he iv- 7. (4) Joh. ii. 34. 
Je) Job. . 14 (/ Pfal. 


-C* Faruxr's Charge to his Sox, 
the Reſolution, Valour and Courage of Soldiers, and tho 


Might and Force of Armies, yea frequently the Power of 


God, and a Strength ſupernatural. So an admirable Pen 
(Þ) has gloſſed on the Word, and farther obſerved, that 


the Apoſtle explains what he hear meaneth by a being 
frong in the Grace that is in Cbriſt Jeſus, in the three 
Alluſions in the Verſes following the Text; that of the 
' Soldier, the Combatant in the Grecian Games, and the Huſ- 
tandman : Tis to be hardy and intrepid, as the Soldier; 
Thou therefore endure Hardneſs as a good Soldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt ;, to be reſolute & vigorous, as the Racer or Wreſtler, 

and active, laborious, & patient, as the Huſbandman. | 


On the whole, it imports a being ſtrong to labour, and 
to bear according to the Neceſſities and Exigencies of the 
Chriſtian or Miniſterial Life, in the Vertues and Duties of 
both aFive and paſſive Life. 


But then, if we ſhould conſider the Goſpel as here in- 
tended, a being ſtrong in it, may import a being ſtrengrh- 


ned in an Acquaintance with it, and in the Faith of it, 
and an Adherence unto it, a being vigorous to retain it, 
to defend it, and contend earneſtly for it; and to endure . 
1 and Sufferings that may be met with for the Sake 
OT it. 


And if we underſtand Grace in the 1 ; the free 1 
immerited Operation and Experience of divine Grace, in 
a Principle of gracious and holy Actions, a Being Rrong 
herein, may import as the Truth of Grace in a conſidera- 
ble Degree, ſo ſome Growth, and a vigorous Exerciſe 
thereof. 7 imothy had doubtleſs Grace, and that in a 
conſpicuous Degree, to whom the Apoſtle gives the Ad- 
vice to be Frong in it, to get it ſtrenghtned in the Ha- 
bit, and to be vigorous in the AZings of it. 


And 
„) The late excellent Dr. Colmar, in his Sermon on this Text, at 
the Ordination of the late Reverend Mr. & iiiam Cooper. 


% 
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And then as Things are ſometimes better - ſeen and 
more clearly illuſtrated when ſet in Contraſt, it may be 
ſaid here, ; 
1. That a being Grong in the Grace that is in Chriſt 4 
Jeſus, may be conſidered, in Oppoſition to Cbriſtians, to | 
Miniſters own Strength, _— 
Not by Might, nor by Power of their own, but by 17 ; 

Spirit, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts (a) Not that we are ſuffici- 
ent of our ſelves,to think any Thing as of our ſelves, but our | 
Sufficiency is of God, who alſo bath made us able Miniſters 
of the New Teffamont. (b) | | 
* 


In their own Strength there is no ſtanding, it muſt not 
therefore be confided in, or leaned upon, but they muſt | 
he beholden to a foreign Power ſuperiour to their own, | 
St/ ong in the Lord, and in the Power of bis Might : (c) | 
In the Lord muſt they have both. their Righteouſneſs and ; 
Strength, (d) and be flrengthned according to the Ri- 
ches of bis Glory with Might by his Spirit in the inner 
Man; (e) as the Word is uſed to expreſs the divine Power, 
thro' Chrift which Hrengtbnetb me. (f) Chrift Jeſus our 
Lord, who hath enabled me : (g) "Tis to be frong in his 
Grace which is ſufficiezt, whoſe Strength is made perfect in 
Wearneſs, (b) ordaining Strength out of the Mouths of Babes 

and Sucklings, (i) that they may glory in their Injrmiticn 
that tis Power of Chriſt may reſt upon them, 


But then, 0 

2. To be ſtrong may be conſidered in Oppoſition to 
Weakneſs in this Grace. 

Nor Chriſtians nor Minifers are to be as the Babes ar 
Children in Chriſt, who are weak, having attained to but 
low and feeble Meaſures of Grace, and are therefore. able 
to do but little, and to bear leſs. But 


(a) — 7 12 a 2 on 57 = (e) Eph. vi. 10. (4) Ifai, 
xlv. 24. le iii. 1 Tim. 1, 14, 
(5) 2 Cor, 1 (;) P aal. L. 24 a tees 
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But as Men in Chriſt advanced from Strength toStrergth, 
to the Stature and Strength of ſuch, waxing fronger and 
fronger, going on to Perfection, to do theWork of, and 
ſuffer (if called to ſuch aThing) as becomes, perfect Men, 
arrived unto the Meaſure of the Stature * the Tr of 
Cnxlsr. (a) 


3. It may be coufidered as importing Stability | in ** 
ellion to Fickleneſs. 

Inconſtancy will follow upon Weakneſs, but Strength 
in Grace will be the Eſtabliſhment of the Heart. Abrabam 
Naggered not at thePromiſe of | Cod thro Unbelief : ; but was 
Arong i in Faith, giving Glory to God. _ 


*Tis a good 7. bing that the Heart be. 100 iſhed with 
Grace, (c) the Grace of the Goſpel, and an inward Prin- 
ciple of it, which will prevent- a being carried away 
with divers and range Deoftrines, as Children are toſſed {a 
and fro by a wavering Humour. 


Where Grace is bur feeble, ſuch will be as a Reed 
ſhaken with the Wind, tottering to every Blaſt ; but the 
Strengthned will be Habliſbed, rooted and grounded, ſo as 
to weather Storms, which will be but as a Blaſt a- 
gainſt the Wall, and a Pillar of Marble. | 


To be ftrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, is then 
to have a Confancy of Mind, divinely eſtabliſhed in the 
Truth, and ſettled in the Love of the Goſpel, and engaged 
in the Cauſe of it, ſo as to be ready to appear in it's De- 
tence, and-encounter Hazards, for the ſake of it, and to 
have a fixed & growing Principle of gracious Operations, 


4. It may import Courage in Oppoſition to Cowardice. 


Courage is Strength, but Cowardize argues a weak and 
fegenerate Mind. 


This 


(a) Fph. : iv, 13. (5) Rom. iv, 20. (e) Heb. xi, 9. 


* 
” 
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This Advice to Timothy may be taken, as perhaps it 
was given, with Reference to the Account given by cha 
Apoſtle, Ch. 1 V. 15. of many ſhewing their. Puſillamis 
mity and baſe Cowardice, in ſneaking away from the 
Apoſtle, and deſerting the Cauſe of the Goſpel, on which 
Occafion the Apoftte exhorts 7. imothy to be #rong, to make 
a vigorous.and bold Stand, to be conſtant to the Truth, 
and valiant for it, to arm himſelf with a ſacred Fortitude 
and Bravery, and thus ſteeled and furniſhed « to kind out 
and g0 on in his Work. 100 N 


And thus good Interpreters bave ken this Exbortition 


as analogous to the Charge given to Joſhua, (a) Be Bron 
and of good Courage; only be thou firong and very coura- 
geous, And that of David to his Son Solomon, (b) Be 
Prong and of good Courage, dread not, nor be diſmayed... 


| Again, 


5. It may be ſaid to e lalvio and Late, io 


Oppoſition to Sloth and Languor. 


As the three Alluſions in the Context do vlainly inti- 
mate, which are each and all a-Rebuke to Sloth, as a Con- 


tradiction to the Character, and import intenſe 
Labour. ; . 

Strength is for Uſe, and it is inſignificant without pro- 
portionable Application & Exerciſe. Tis aivelabo- 
rious Fortitude that is demanded, with the Prohibition 
of all Soth and Indolence, as incompatible to the Chriſtian 


and Miniſterial Calling, as well as to the Character of a 


Soldier, a Combatant, and an Huſbandman; and as much 
of a Reproach to a Chriſtian and a Miniſter, as for the 
Soldier's Sword to ruſt in the Scabbard, when he is called 


into the Field, with the. Jeopardy of his own Life, ta 


ſheath it in the Blood of his Enemies ; for the Racer to 


te) Joſh, i. 6, 7. (5) 2 Chron, xxil. 13. * 


* * 
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be languid, and yet think to reach the Goal and win the 
Laurel; and for the Huſbandman to be a Loiterer, and = 
think 40 be a err 805 the Fruit. 


"IC R ++ 


Once more, YE | 

6. It may be laid to import Patience ay Links 
offering, in Oppoſicion to Fainting and Decay. 
Paſſive Fortitude is here required as neceſſary ; if 
Chriſtians or Miniſters faint underSufferings, theirStrength 
is ſmall; (a) but they muſt be ſtrong to bear as well as to 
Jabour ; Strengthned with all Might, according to bis glori- 
ous Power, unto all — and — ſuffering with Jo- 
flag. ( 


To be frong i in | this — is  inconſi ſtent with all De- 
clenfion, and giving over, let what will come: tis to be 
ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding in the Work of 
the Lord ; the Huſbandman waiteth for the precious Fruits 
of the Earth, and hath long Patience. — Be ye alſo patient; 
fabliſh your Hearts, ie * * of the Lord draweth 
nigh. (c) 


And Miniſters mußt af prove themſelves the M7 niffers 
of God in much Patience, in Affitions, in Neceſſities, in 
Diſtreſſes. (d) 


But I now Proceed to the next Thing propounded, 
which is, | 


118. To ded the vaſt 8 of a being firong 
in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, to a Miniftcr of Chrif, 

As Timothy was ſuch an one to whom it is here = 
1 Charge to be ſo. 

Tis of all Importance to all Chriſtians, as theirWork, 


* what they may meet with in the ſecuring and pro- 
4 „ ſecuting 


* {6) Prov, 24. 10. (e) Col, i. 11. (e) Jam. v. 7,8, ( 4 Cor. 6, 4. 
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ſecuting theirSalvation, will require all the Strength of this 
Grace that they can get the Benefit of; but to a Miniſter 
tis in a ſpecial Manner a Matter of the utmoſt Importance, 


as may appear, whether we conſider his Labours or his 


Sufferings, or his Templations. 


1. Conſidering his Labours & Duties, which are many 
and arduous. ' All laborious Services do call forStrength 
to go thro' them, and the Miniſterial do require great 


Degrees of Strength in Grace to the faithful Diſcharge 


of them. 


The Miniſter has the Labours and Duties of all Chri/- 
tians in common to go through; he has as much to do in 
the working out his own Salvation as have any; he has 
a Soul of his own to look to, that needs to be ſaved, and 
is in as much Danger of being loſt and periſhing, as any 
of their's to whom he Miniſters, if not in more Danger 
in ſome Reſpects: He has as much lying upon him, and 
as much to do to get his Soul cured & cleanſed, as have 
any others, and perhaps more than ſome ; as much La- 
bour with his own Heart, is neceſſary to get the maſtery 
of his own Corruptions, Paſſions and Appetites, to get 
and keep in an holy Frame for Communion with Gop, for 
the Preſence and Influences of his boly Spirit, and to eſcape 
the Wrath to come, and to get fit for Heaven; as much 


of this Labour is neceſſary in a Miniſter, as in any Chri/- 
tian, and as much Labour, Care and Duty are incumbent 


on him, as to theObſervance of religious Means and Ordi- 
nances, and in his whole Life, as in any: He has the ſame 
Duties inward and outward to attend himſelf, that he 
preſſes on others: He has the ſame Devil to reſiſt and 
overcome, that he calls upon others to withſtand and 
vanquiſn; the ſame Hell to avoid, that he warns others 
to flee from, and by the Terror of the Lord perſuades them , 


12 - A Fattx's Charge ro his Son, 


and the ſame Heaven to prepare for, that he ſers before 
others, and invites them unto in alluring Language, the 
{ame Grace to ſecure, to fit him for ir, that he urges upon 
athers ; and the fame Way to take himſelf unto it, rait 
and narrow, and yet thorny & rugged to the Fleſh, that 
he lays open unto others, 


And beſides, and additional to all the Duties of Chri- 
mant! in common, there are the peculiar and eminent 


Labours and Duties of the Miniſtry, lying with Weight” 


upon him. 


The Miniftry is a Baden which the Shoulders of An- 
200 may tremble under; a Work honourable indeed, 


great and good, but hard and heavy. 


The Miniſter in Compariſon of Chriſtians in common, 
muſt be in Labours more n with GOD, with him- 


ſelt, and with others. 


- If we ſhould ſet our ſelves to ſurvey. ce Duties and Ser- 
vices of the miniſterial Office, there would open a large 


Field; and it muſt be owned to be an MCAS BT | 


full of Labour. 


Both the private and the more publick, are ape 
Services. 
The private in the Study, i in Preparations for the Pul- 


| pit, to bring beaten Oyl into the Sandtuary; a great La- 


bour in the Word and Doctrine, which has in it the Rack- 
ing of the Invention, the Labour of the Brain in much 
Audy, whith is a\Wearineſs 10 the Fleſb, and bringeth the 
Senſe of  intelleAual Pains, and the exhauſting of the 
animal Spirits ; this Labour of the Head and Heart, to 
find out ſeaſonable and ſuitable Themes, and to ſet 
in 01der acceptable Words, in Words of Truths, and the 
Dofrine that is according to Godlineſs , as that wherein he 


muſt 


£2 an VV wa» fc. 


[ 
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muſt ſpend and be ſpent ; is very expenſive and wearing: 
And beſides this, his inward Pains muſt be great with his 
ownHeart, to work it up to a ſuitable Frame, that he may 
bring lively Affections into his publick Appearances, and 
carry on the publick Performances with decent Solemnity 
and to Edification, as well as attend them to his own Im- 
provement ia Devotion as a Chriſtian. 


Thus in his giving his Attendance to Reading, to Exbor- 
tation, to Doctrine, to Meditation and Prayer, and be ſo in 
them, as that his profiting may appear to all, his SH 
muſt be great. 


And among his peculiar private Duties, there is that 
of viſiting to know the State of the Flock, to get acquainted 
with their variousCharacters as well as Circumſtances, that 
he may know how in, the beſt Manner to addreſs them, and 
accommodate himſelf to them both in private & publick, 
treating them wiſely, agreably & faithfully ; inſtruQting, . 
adviſing and admoniſhing, as Occaſion requires ; pray- 
ing with the ick and afflicted, informing the ignorant, 
ſtrengthning the weak, comforting the miſerable, refuting 
the erroneous, frowning on the vicious, and ſpeaking a 
Word in Seaſon to them that are weary ; and in all pru- 
dent Ways commending Helineſs,. and alluring uato it; 
but diſcountenancing Sin, and witneſſing — it; 
and all making a very difficult Taſk. 


Many are the Urgencies to this miniſterial Service in 
private particular Applications, oft returning, and ſome- 
times very preſſing, and attended with much Difficulty, 
and calling for the more Labour, and ſome that may 
call to a publick Notice in both praying and preaching. 


And the feeding the Lambs may- be reckoned among 
ol private Duties, who, as they are the Hopes of the 
| C Nucl, 
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Flock, are not to be neglected in the Miniſtration and 
here, what Labour of Attention, Prudence and Conde- 
ſcention is called for? N ; | 


And then, there are the well-known P#kblickServices and 
Labours of the Miniſter in his going before the wor- 
ſhipping Aſſembly, in all inſtituted Ordinances of Wor- 
ſhip, and as the Head of them, carrying them on, ſome 
in the Name and Stead of the Aſſembly, and all of them 
in the Name of GOD, and by Authority from him, Pray- 
ing as their Mouth; as to which he muſt labour with 
himſelf, that he may be well acquainted with theWants 
and Deſires of the Congregation, and that he may be verſed 
in the Grace, Gift, and Spirit of Prayer, and in this he is 
to labour fervently with GOD, ſtriving and wrefling 
with him for his Bleſſing, 


And the Preaching the Word as the Mouth of GOD 


- unto the People: And here great Labour is neceſſary, 


that it may be done /til/ully, purely, plainly, and faith- 


fully, and with a Solemnity agreable to the Nature and 


Importance of divine heavenly Things ; and herein he is 
to labour with the People, to their being born again, con- 
verted and healed, edified and ſaved. 


There is the adminiſtring the ſpecial Seals to the Cove- 
nant of Grace, -as to which there is neceſſary great La- 
bour of Love, Wiſdom, Prudence, Impartiality, Seriouſneſs, 
and Devotion, that he may do all with the Fidelity and 
Solemnity, becoming a Steward of theſe heaven'y Myſteries. 


And then, *tis his Duty to adminiſter the holy Diſci· 
pline of God's Houſe, in admoniſbing as well as rebukin 
and putting away the openly and obſtinately ſcandalous, 
and abſolving and reſtoring the penitent upon the credi- 
ble Exhibition of Repentance: And here difficult Ser- 


vice, 


* 
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vice, an hard Labour of Mind with -a Witneſs will be 


found. . The paſtoral Care in the Government of the 


Church in this Inſtance will be no ſmall Labour. All 
Government is a Burden, as One has oblevred, + but na 


Rule calls for more Care and Wiſdom and Grace, than 
that which lies on a Miniſter. 


And then, his Duties run thro' his whole Converſation; 
his Labour in all Things muſt be hat the Miniſtry be not 
blamed, but that his Life be ſo ordered, as to be worthy 
of the Chriſtian and the Miniſter, as an Example to the 
whole Flock, as well as their vigilant Overſeer. 


Now in this View of Things, the vaſt Importance of 
his being Htrong in the Grace that is in Chrift Jeſus, may 
appear, he, having ſuch Services upon him, ſo much to. 
do ever and every where, no Time to be idle, being taken 
up in ſo continual Labours for and among his People, 
that he has but little Time a+ftraZedly for himſelf, and 
ſeperately working out his own Safvation, he muſt need 
vaſt Strength, ſuperiour to his own, as well as Wifdom 
to go thro all his Round of Duties and Labours. 


The Apaſtle, aware of his Danger on all Accounts, ex- 
erciſed a ſpecial lively Caution as to himſelf, and labour: 
ed with himſelf more abundantly. 1 Cor. 9. 27. But I 
keep under my Body and bring it into Sutjefion, let that by 
any Means when I have preached to others, I my jelf ſhould 
be a Caſt- away. 


2, Conſidering his Sufferings that be may look for. 


He may expect the common Evils attendant on hu- 
man Life; as Man is born unto Trouble, as the Sparks fly 
wpward, * He muſt look to take his Lot and have his 

C 2 Share 


1 Dr. Colman. a Job V. 7. 


* 


16 A Farnrn's Charge to his Sox, 
Share in this Portion of Mankind under the Sun. And 
as a Man of like Paſſions with others, the Troubles of Life 
may be tho't to have his human Reſentments, and to 
make the like Impreſſions on him that they do-on others. 


Bur then, as a Miniſter he may over and above find 
himſelf appointed to peculiar Sufferings. 


The Miniſtry, as the World goes, is an obnoxious 
Station : He may indeed bring Sufferings upon himſelf 
by his own Indiſcretions; or if he be not faithful or ho- 
neſt, but negligent in his Buſineſs ; or if he be vicious 
in his Life, and let ſuch an One bear his own Burden as 
he can, but the World will ſcarce make the candid and 
charitable Allowances for ſuch an one as for another, 
but Things will be unmercifully exaggerated. * . 


But then, if he be never ſo faithful, he may count 
upon nothing more certainly, than Suffering of one Kind 
or another, and an heavy Load of them. Such is the 
Nature and Deſign of his Office, that he will have much 
to bear from the World and from Satan the Accuſer of 
the Brethren. Men's exorbitant Luſts will be irritated, 
and it will be next to impoſſible to both pleaſe and profit 
all to Edification. | 


He has to do with Perſons of very different Taſtes, 
Humours, Education and Circumſtances. Some may 
be exceptious and apt to take Diſgult and Prejudice at 
the Perſon of the Miniſter or the Truth delivered by him, 
if not given out by him in their own Way, or if it 
thwart their pre-conceived Notions, or if it comes near 
in a Way of Rebuke to any darling Luſt or Intereſt ; and 
in many other Ways will Offences come. | 


That 


* 
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That if he meet not with Perſecution in all the 
cruel Forms of it that have been known, yet will he be 
likely to be taken up into the Lips of Talkers, and ſuffer 


the Scourge of the Tongue, and the Burden of Contempt and 


Poverty, and other Sufferings will be laid upon him. 


And tho' a Minifter is to be a Pattern of Self-Denial 
and Mortifiedneſs to the World, yet as he has humane 
Reſentments, he muſt be ſuppoſed to feel his Burden. 


And then the Devil will not be wanting to lay on all 
the Sufferings he can, to clog him in his Work, to hinder 
him and retard him in his Courſe. | 


That having ſo much to ſuffer as a Miniſter will find 
he has, it is of all Importance to him, that he be frgy 
in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. | | 


3. Conſidering his Temptations, which are alſo peculiar 
and great, beſides his Sufferings, which are his Tempta- 
tions. | | | LY 


He will meet with his Temptations from his own evil 
Heart, from the World, and from the Devil the Tempter, 
who will be buſie with him in the Study, in the Pulpit, 
and in his whole Converſation; his Temptations toPride, 
to Sloth and Negligence, to Flattery and Cowardize, to 
cloud or maim, or adulterate the Truth, or handle it de- 
ceitfully, or to give over all, reſolving to ſpeał no more 
in the Name of the Lord. 


A Miniſter is as liable to Temptations, as to Sufferings, 
and in this View alſo, in Regard of this his Situation, he 
needs to be ſtrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


When St. Paul himſelf was tempted, what was the 
Anſwer of the Lord unto his Prayer under his Temptation, 
My 


18 ÞA Faruyr's Charge 10 his Sox, 
My Grace is ſufficient for thee ;, for my Strength is made 


perfect in Weakneſs. 2 Cor. 12. 9. And that was all to 
gratify his Deſire, and anſwer to, and ſupply his Neceſlity. | 


But I paſs to the fourth Thing propounded. 


IV. To conſider, how the Exhortation in theText to be 
frong in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, is to be taken? ? 


| And here in two Words only, 


As i importing the Apoſile's Wiſh, and bel his ve- 
hemenr Deſire that Timothy might be ſo. 


As he was a Well-wiſher to Timothy, he expreſſes his 
Regards to him in this, as the higheſt and beſt of his 
Wiſhes for him, with this as the Sum of all he bleſſes 
him. | 

Grace is the Apoſile's Benediction in his Epiſtles to him, 
which is alſo the Token in every of his Epiſtles, and when 
he would comprehend all his Deſire in his Behalf, to his 
being a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, as well as Chrictian; 
he utters this as his Wiſh for him, as that which would 
make him both the one and the other, that he might 
above all Things be ſirong in the Grace that is in Chriſt 


Jeſus, according to the Neceſſity and Importance of the 
Thing. 


2. As carrying his Excitement to Timothy, in Order to 
his being ſo. 


It the Word be not active, ſtrengthen thy ſelf, yet 
doth it import Paul's putting Timothy upon ſtirring up 
himſelf, his Care and laborious Endeavours in Prayer and 
Study,that he might be ſtrengthned in this Grace, without 
which active laborious Endeavours of his own, he could 
not without Preſumption ever expect to be made frong 
in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 

The | 
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The laſt Thing propoſed is, e 


v. To conſider this Admonition in the paterial Flow 
and filial Pointedneſs and Reference of it. 8 


It comes from a Father's Heart, cloathed with the Au- 
thority, and expreſſive of the tender Affection, of one in 


that Relation, toTimot by, the Apoſtle”s own Son in theFaith, 
(a) his dearly beloved Son, ſo called, and owned by him. (b) 


St. Paul may be herein viewed in a diverſity of Lights; 
as an Apoſtle, and ſo a Father of the Church; he might 
be much bold in Chriſt to enjoin on Timothy, and all the 
ordinary Miniſters, that which is convenient & neceſſary. 


He was a Miniſter himſelf, and ſo was Timothy, and 
one Miniſter may admoniſh another in Love and Duty. 


And he was an aged Miniſter to Timothy, ſuch an one as 
Paul the Aged. (c) And ſuch an one may adviſe & charge 
a Younger, and the Admonition will come with ſtill grea- 
ter Propriety, as well as Authority, 225 from ſome 
Equal or Junier in Age. 


And Paul, tis likely, had been 7 imot hs ſ. -iritua Fa- 
ther, by whom be had been begotten thro? the Goſpel, and 
Timothy probably was like to him, and this gave the 
Apoſtle a mighty Advantage of Acceſs to him. 


Upon all, this appears to be a proper Charge from a 
Father, ro come from a Father's Heart & Authority, the 
beſt Wiſh he can have and expreſs, for the Son of his 
Loves and Hopes, having enough and all to inſinuate 
and to make it impreſſive and influential. 


But the Time is now well nigh ſpent, which urges. 
to a coming to a cloſe. And if I now paſs the ſeveral 
inſtructive 


(a) x Eph. 1 Ch. 2. () 2 Eph. 1 Ch. 2. (e) Philem. Ver. g. 


20 AFarurn's Charge to his Sox, 
inſtructive Inferences and Uſes relative to both Mini/ters, 
elder and younger, and to People, and forbear to urge 
the Arguments of Terror and Allurement, that might 
be found deducible from and proper to impreſs and en-' 
forte this Exhortation ; I truſt the Audience will forgive 
me this Wrong; while I am conſcious to my ſelf of my 
unfitneſs to ſuggeſt any Thing in ſet Form to the for- 
mer, and for the latter, they are daily better inſtructed. 


But yet, I may not break off, till I have addreſs'd the 
Parties more eſpecially concerned in the Solemnities of 
this Day, the Paſtor ele, and the Flock and Congregation 
of this Place, that have called him to take be Overſight 
of them in the Lord. 


And I firſt turn my ſelf and my Speech toYou,my Son, 
the Son of my Vows, who, by the divine Leave, are now 
about to have the Diſpenſation of the Grace of God commit- 
ted to your Truſt, And if I am not an ali Miniſter, 

"i Father unto others, Jet doubtleſs unto You. 


As I have devoted you unto the Service of the SanFu- 
ary, I bleſs. GOD that I live to ſee ſo far the completion 
ot my Wiſhes and Hopes as bis Day brings with it, and 
preſents unto me. 


And as it is at your Deſire that I have now preached 
upon this Occaſion, I hope you will give the more 
earneſt Heed to what has been ſpoken, And what more 
proper Text coald I have brought you on this Occaſion, 
more expreſſive of a Father's Heart, in it's higheſt 
Affections Wiſhes and Prayers, or better directive unto 
you in your new-entrance upon the Work of the Lord, 
than this that has been diſcourſed unto. Take then my 
Heart-1 in this Charge, that 1 would impreſs upon Ycu 
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with a Father's Authority and Tenderneſs, but more =] 
all as coming from the higheſt ; that is, divine Authority; 


D bou iberefore, my Son, be firong. in the Grace . is in 


Cbriſt Jeſus. | WT 


Let me lead you at your Induction i into the Minifry, 
to the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, into admiring Views 
and Acknowledgments of it, that, if you are any Thing 
by the Gifts of Natere, and by the Bleſſing of, God on 


your Education, or by any ſpecial gracious Operations on 


uu Heart; that may be the humble grateful Acknow- 


edgment of your Heart and Lips, By «be Grace of God - 
Jam what I am; (2) Or if you ſhould do any Thing 


conſiderable, and to any good Purpoſe in the Goſpel of 
God's dear Son, you may ſtill ſay, Not 7, but the Grace of 


God with me. (b) Now and ever admire the Grace ef our 


Lord as exceeding abundant towards you in Faith, and Love 
that is in Chrift Jeſus; (c) thank Chriſt Jeſus who bath 


enabled you, for that he bas counted you ſo far faithful, as 


fo put you into the Miniftry 3 (a) faying, Who am F 4 "and 
what is my Father's Houſe, that thou buff bro't me bithert). 
And ſay after the humble Apoftle, Unto me who am 146. 


Iban the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace given, that 1 ſhould | 


preach—the unſearchable Riches of Cbrift. (e) 


- In this'Grace and Strength ſer out and go on in the 
Work of the Lord, in the Power and Spirit of the Lord, 


waxing fir ong in Spirit, _ Bari ing the Grace of God upon , 


Jou. 


I falute You in your Rs, into the Lord's Vioe- 
yard, in the Words of the ancient Patriarch, Ged be gra- 
cious to thee, my Son; (J) and wiſh the Apoſtle's Bene 


diftion to Nele, G to thee, and be Jron in this 
D i 


- Grace. Y 


„ i 3 
* 'Bpb. iii, 3. (7) On. ll ns im. 1. 14. 7) Ver. 12 
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 Graze 3; get ſtrengthned in the Goſpel by cloſe Study, and 
much and fervent Prayer for the Supplies of the Spirit, 
„ eee 
to defend it. 


"+ Anidifor'to ts cher pos thave tho Ce uf us Clrit 
in you of a Truth. I truſt you are not a Stranger unto 
jr z but you muſt look well to this your ſelf, as it is ne- 
ceſſary to your own Salvation that you have it, and to 
ene e eee per eee * 


And let your whole Miniſtry breathe the Grace that is 
in Cbrift Jeſus ; I mean not that the Word be uſed as a 
Charm, or ſo as to lead People into wrong Notions of the 
Chriſtian Scheme, or aſide from the Duties of the Chriſ5 
tian Life; but let it be the Centre, as it were, wherein the 
Lines of your Miniſtry meet, ſo as that when the natural 
PerfeCtions of God are diſcourſed upon, the Glory of them 
may be ſpread and ſeen the better, in the Face and 
Grace of * Chriſt , and when moral Duties, as they 
are called, are neceſſary: to be inſiſted upon, their Princi- 
ple, Vertue and Acceptableneſs, muſt be ſhown to be en- 
tirely in the Grace that is t Jeſt ain in other 


Inſtances. 


And tho' I and not NY you to mm your' Hear- 
ers with Matters of dexb:ful Diſputation, or to ſpend your 
Labours on leſſer meer ſpeculative Notions, that affect 
not the real Life of Chriſtianity, yet let the Do#rines and 
Duties that bear the Impreſs and Glory of the divine Grace 
in a fpecial'Manner be the reigning Topics and favourite 
Vein of your Miniſtry.” And Ee that this Grace 
is not to ſuperſede or prechide your Diligence or Labour 
in your Studies, and other Services, but to put you on 
— the more laborious and — in all "uu Mini- 


- 


Aerial Courſe'z and you owe Reſpects amiLaboiirs to this 
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And in your whole Life make munich * Savour of. 
this Grace, your Converſation, e Grace 10 the 5 


Hearers. 


And. labour to be 88 in 5 . as . chat 
you are 70 build the Houſe of the Lord, and the great Work 
will require all the Strength that you can get ; Re much 
in-Prayer then for the Supplies of the peri of Cracks and 
Strength of Chrift Jeſus. 


Here we ſtation you, and here I leave you; not — 
ig the Things that may befall you ; but knowing this, that 
15 Grace that is in Chrift Jeſus is free for you, full and 

fficient to enable you to, and carry you thro', all thay 
you may be called to do and to ſuffer : To that Grace 
commend you and leave you, as Paul his Son Timathy, in 
the cloſe, as well as the beginning of his EpriHes unto him, 


Now, wy Son, the Lord be with thee, and proſper thou, 
and build the Houſe of the Lord thy God; only the Lord 
give thee Wiſdom and Underſtanding ., be firong and of good 
Courage, dread not, nor be. diſmayed, (a) Go in ibis thy 
Might, the Might of thy;frong Redeemer, ſtand and feed 
this F lock in the Strength and. Majeſty of . the Lord, and 
fiand in thy Lot to.the End of thy Days. 

The Grace of J Esus — be nb 8 Spirit, my Son, 
*y Son. 


And then, for You the Beloved and bonoured Church 


and Congregation, _— aſſembling i in'this Houſe of the 
Lord. 


D 2 > 
(s) 3 Chron, xxii, 11, 12 * 
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Wee all rejoyce with You in your peaceable Re- ſettle · 
ment this Day; and on my Part, would I acknowledge, 
and leave with you a publick Teſtimony of, my Greti- 
tude for the Eſteem and Reſpect wherewith you have 
treated jy Son from his firſt coming among you; avd 
vit de may deſerve and till have them, as may be far 
you and his mutual WES: 


Four general Agreement in the Choice of bim, and 
in Things relating to his Encouragement hitherto, 
has ſo far ſwayed with me, that I cannot witbold my Son, 
my only Son, from you, but at the Call of Providence, as 
I judge, I cantly Ga him to the i of _ 


Sets 0 


Wel bope your 1500 Abe en dene may be an 
auſpicious Omen upon you, a Token for Good, that GON 
the LORD will dwell gong you, as 4 GOD of Love 
and Peace, 


-But as tis too | wall 8 that loch FI Dod we 
critical precarious Seaſons, you have need to watch and 
guard againſt every Thing that may be likely to break 
your Peace, and diftutb your Order. And there can be no 
better Security for you in this Caſe,than for you 3 | 
to be Freng alſo in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
only Joſeus the Son of Joſedech the High» Prief, but 15 
the People of the Land, are erborted to * firong 10 tbe 
building of the Temple. hel Be ye then alſo enlarged and 
firengthnued, © 

Grace is the Apoſile's n to PI Grace and 
Peace, as well as to Minifters. And wwe do you to wit, 
we do notiſy you of {he Grace of God beftowed on the , 9h 
| chts of Macedonia. () In this Crace ye will and. And 

ww 


| (a) Hag. ii 4. (5) 2 Cor, vill, 1. 
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ory we ve, if ye Hand faft in the Loi, (a). * 
n gait ye like _ be fror. M 


As you have choſen him, who. may be preſently — 
ip. Truſt with.the Goſpel of the Grace of God, to take the 
Paſtoral. Care of you in the Lord, he now devotes him 
felf, his Talents, what he has, his Time and his Life; 
to the Service of your Souls: Receive him chen as One. 
of the Afcenſion Gifts of Cnnisr unto his Church, unto. 
you in particular. And it will be of Advantage to you 
to cheriſh an Eftvem of: | EN his Work ancþ Giles 
Sake. | LAS» BY 0) : 3. BY DN N 9.4 a 1.0 J'L 


"Thien my Sen is ound ; and tender, aft not bi Y oth, 
and the Houſe that is to be builded is for the Lord, and muſt 
Ir exceeding magnifical. (c) Let him then have your 
Hearts and Hands with him, to help him in the great 
Work. Do nothing to weaken his Hands or diſcourage 
his Heart in a Way of unreaſonable Exception og Preju- 
dice, or by Diyifion pong ye ſelyes ; 1 do all to 
help him; as he is a Worker with Gov, ſo do you Work 
together with him. 


Let me aſk your Help of him by yourPrayers. Bow 
your Knees to the Father of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, of whom 


| the whole Family in Heaven and Earth is named, that be 


would grant Him according to the Riches of bis Glory, to be 


| ftrengthned with Might by bis Spirit in the inner Man. (d) 


And help him by eutward Support and Encouragement 
that free from the Encumbrances and Avocations of the 
World, he may give himſelf to Projer & the Miniſtry of 
theWord,and be wholly therein. And help him by hearty 
friendly Advices & Counſels, as they may be needed and 
— And above all wy him by a ſteady Atten- 


x Cor. _ 
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dance on the Difpanfation of tht Grace q Colt, and a candid 
Attention to the Meſſages be brings you of the Grace that. 
it in Chriſt Feſus, and by making your Profiling to appear 
ants all, in being thriving Chriſtians, in Wiſdom, in 
Knowledge & true'Holinefs. Give him not Oceafioh to 
complain of your Leannefs, but great Occaſion to rejoice! 
in your Fruitfulneſs, in every good Word and Work:! 
And ftrive every Way to be his Foy and Crown, both now, 
and in ahr Dq of Clin r appearing. n 5 
1 Hoy 
1 you thoſe Words of the Apoſtle Petar," 
2 Eph. 3. 18. But grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of- 
our Lord and Saviour. r 4 bim be Glory both 
. ond for Over. AMEN n 
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